To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Salcombe  Urban  District  Council. 


Gkntlkmkn, 

In  presenting  this  my  Second  Annual  Report,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  show 
that  the  general  health  of  the  district  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  my  previous  Annual  Report,  I  described  fully  the  physical  features  and 
general  character  of  the  district  ;  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  for  me  to  again  do  so, 
as  they  remain  unaltered. 

Population . 

The  population  is  an  increasing  and  varying  one,  the  district  being  a 
popular  holiday  resort  for  summer  visitors.  At  the  local  census,  taken  by  you  on 
August  2 1 st,  1907,  the  inhabitants  numbered  1821,  exclusive  of  633  visitors 
recorded  at  the  same  time. 

Occupations, 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  healthy  and  out-of-door, 
embracing  those  of  the  seafaring,  agricultural,  and  labouring  classes. 

House  Accommodation, 

The  house  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  is  sufficient. 

During  the  year,  plans  have  been  passed  for  the  erection  of  fourteen  new 
houses,  under  the  supervision  of  your  Surveyor,  and  in  accordance  with  model 
Rye-Laws  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  number  554,  giving  3-28  as  the  average 
number  of  persons  per  house. 

Sewage  Disposal, 

The  bulk  of  the  sewage  discharges  into  the  estuary,  but  that  from  most  of 
the  houses  in  North  Sands  Valley  is  treated  biologically  by  means  of  septic  tanks 

Water  Supply. 

The  Council’s  Water  Supply  has  been  constant  and  sufficient,  and  a  service 
pipe  has  now  been  taken  to  the  Pier  for  the  supply  of  shipping. 

House  Refuse. 

This  is  collected  and  removed  daily  by  your  own  scavenger,  and  once 
weekly  in  the  outlying  district. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

Thirty-four  births  were  registered  during  the  year.  Of  these,  22  were  males, 
and  12  females  ;  giving  a  Birth-rate  of  i8’6. 

The  Birth-rate  for  1908  was  also  i8‘6,  and  the  average  for  the  previous  ten 
vears  was  I7'8  per  1,000  per  annum.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  three 
— these  are  included  in  the  above  total. 

The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1909  was  26-5. 

Deaths. 

Twenty-three  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  viz.  :  seven  males  and  sixteen 
females  ;  the  Death-rate  was  therefore  i2'5.  For  1908  it  was  13' 1,  and  the  average 
for  the  last  ten  years  i4'4-  Of  the  above  two  were  visitors  ;  giving  a  corrected 
Death-rate  of  ii-5 

The  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1909  was  i4'5-  One  resident 
died  in  the  Union  House  at  Kingsbridge,  and  is  not  included  in  the  above  number. 
Of  the  total  deaths,  1  occurred  under  1  year  of  age,  1  between  5  and  15,  2  between 
15  and  25,  9  between  25  and  65,  and  10  of  65  and  upwards.  Of  these  9  were  over 
70  and  1  over  80. 

One  death  was  registered  from  Phthisis,  making  a  total  of  18  deaths  from  this 
disease  during  the  last  ten  years.  Cancer  caused  3  deaths,  this  disease  having 
caused  19  deaths  also  during  the  last  ten  years. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  any  of  the  Zymotic  diseases.  One  death  was 
the  result  of  accident. 

I  think  it  worthy  of  special  mention  that  no  death  was  registered  during 
1909  under  9  years  of  age,  excepting  that  of  an  infant  that  only  survived  its  birth  a 
few  hours. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate . 

This  is  the  expression  used  to  indicate  the  number  of  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  per  1000  births  per  annum,  and  for  the  past  year  is  represented  by  the  same 
figures  as  the  previous  year,  viz.,  2c y^..  These  figures  being  the  lowest  for  over 
ten  vears. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1909  was  109. 

Infectious  Diseases . 

As  you  are  aware,  our  methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  diseases  consist  of — 
Compulsory  notification,  isolation  as  far  as  possible  of  the  infectious  sick, 
investigation  of  the  disease  outbreak,  and  disinfection  on  recovery. 

In  the  latter  matter,  one’s  hand  is  much  strengthened  by  your  adoption  of 
the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act  of  1890. 

During  the  year  3  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  viz.,  2  of  Enteric 
Eever  and  1  of  Erysipelas.  The  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  separate 
houses  and  both  recovered.  In  neither  instance  was  I  able  to  trace  the  cause. 

The  case  of  Erysipelas  was  a  mild  one  of  the  facial  variety,  and  I  was  able  to 
satisfy  myself  that  it  was  not  due  to  any  local  insanitation. 

The  notification  of  Phthisis  (Poor  Law  Cases  Act)  came  into  force  on 
January  1st,  1909,  but  no  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  district  was  visited  by  a  mild  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  early 
summer,  but  this  disease,  like  Measles,  neither  of  which  are  notifiable,  being  wrongly 
looked  upon  as  trivial,  medical  aid  is  usually  only  sought  when  some  complication 
has  occurred.  It  is  therefore  impossible  to  correctly  gauge  the  extent  or  duration 
of  an  epidemic  of  this  sort  without  the  aid  of  compulsory  notification. 

I  do  not  think  the  fact  that  the  District  is  without  an  Isolation  Hospital  should 
be  lost  sight  of. 

Sanitary. 

As  an  outcome  of  the  systematic  and  special  inspections  made  of  the  District 
during  the  year  by  your  Inspector  and  myself,  a  number  of  nuisances  have  been 
abated,  including  four  privies  which  were  found  to  be  in  an  insanitary  state.  I  am 
informed  that  negociations  are  proceeding  for  a  settlement  of  all  matters  in  dispute 
between  the  Council  and  the  Trustees  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Ford,  and  that,  pending 
a  settlement  of  these  matters,  the  Trustees  have  agreed  without  prejudice,  to  empty 
and  cleanse  the  cesspit  at  South  Sands  at  once. 

I  think  I  ought  to  call  your  attention  to  the  refuse  of  every  possible  descrip¬ 
tion  that  continues  to  be  thrown  on  the  foreshore  in  spite  of  your  notices  to  the 
contrary  and  the  regular  removal  by  your  scavenger.  This  state  of  things  is  most 
unsightly  and  offensive. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Again  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  favourably  of  the  cleanliness  of  the 
dairies,  but  I  regret  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  the  deplorable  structural 
condition  of  at  least  three  of  the  cowsheds.  No  action  has  been  taken  by  your 
Authority  or  any  other  acting  under  special  powers  for  the  examination  of  dairy 
cows  for  the  detection  of  tuberculosis. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  two  slaughter  houses  I  have  always  found  on  my  systematic  and  special 
inspections,  well  looked  after  and  properly  cleansed. 

The  District  being  without  an  Inspector  with  a  Special  Certificate  in  meat 
inspection,  no  action  has  been  taken  in  this  direction  during  the  year. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act ,  1901.  Section  132. 

Under  this  section  of  the  Act,  I  have,  as  part  of  my  duties,  personally 
inspected  from  time  to  time  with  your  Inspector,  the  eight  registered  bakehouses 
in  your  District  and  found  them  clean,  properly  ventilated  and  drained,  and  with  a 
sufficiency  of  air  space  and  proper  sanitary  conveniences  ;  the  same  remarks 
applying  to  all  other  workshops  and  work-places  in  the  District  and  coming  within 
the  Act. 

There  are  no  homeworkers,  underground  bakehouses,  or  offensive  trades  in 
the  district 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

V.  W.  TWINING, 

Salcombe,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

9TH  February,  1910. 
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